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PurLIP. i. 21. 


TO ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST, AND TO 
DIE IS GAIN. 


Or, as the paſſage is differently rendered * 
others to this purpoſe: 


66 ' CHRIST IS MY A * AS TO 
LIFE AND DEATH, ” 


AINT Paul was now at Rome in bonds 
for the ſake of Chriſt Jeſus, and of his 
goſpel. And what the iſſue of this his con- 


A 2 finement 


So the words, as they lie in the original, will very 
well admit of being tranſlated; joining the whole toge- 
ther as a ſingle propoſition, inſtead of dividing it, as out 
tranſlators have done, into two diſtinct ones. Ee Jo Gwv 


RptoTo5 na To aehane xepl05. Thus they are actually 


rendered by ſome modern verſions, the French and Dutch: | 
and it is the rendering, not only countenanced but Betts, . 
pleaded for, as the moſt natural and proper conſtruction us, Gata- 


of the words, by more than one interpreter of the firſt ker, et al. 
reputation for learning, and critical accuracy in the | 
greek language, —And if I here fo far give it the pro- 
ome (6 ef of gu common he 2+ 00. aug ho 
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Phil, i. 
20. 


Peirce] in 
loc, 


to object to the , ſentiment ſuggeſted by the words, as 


L + | 
finement on that account would prove, he 
could not certainly foreſee; nor doth heappear 
to have been anxiouſly folieitons About it. 
From ſome paſſages in this context, he ſeems 
to have thought, and hoped, it might be his 
releaſe from bis confinement, and regaining 
his liberty; and therein having opportu- 
nity of being further ſerviceable to the com- 
mon chriſtian cauſe, by his edifying the 
chriſtians he had already converted, and by 
his ſpreading the knowledge of the goſpel 
into more diſtant parts. But however that 
ſhould prove, this he declares ſtill to be bis 
earneſt erpectation and bis hope, that he ſhould 
at no time bave reaſon to be aſhamed of any 
thingthatmightbefall bim: but that, as ahways 
hitherto, /o now alſo, Chriſt ſhould be mag- 
nified in bis body, or by his means, what- 
ever the event ſhould proye as to himſelf : 


whether his yet further continued l ie, or his 


more 


enlarge on the words, in the following acute, accord- 
ing to this laſt rendering; it is not that L have any thing 


, they : are commonly read; either to its juſtice, or pro- 
* 'priety | of importance: but only becauſe the other rend- 
rin appears to me to W dee with the tenor of the 
Aale s diſcourſe in the context, and more directly to 
reſerve the force of his argument; and on that account, 


— to have been St. Paul's original meaning. 


: 7 25 , 
n. 


you that able and faithful miniſter of the 


131 


mote early death, ſhould he be called out ; 
to that in the defence, and for the coſifirma- 
tion, of the goſpel he was employed to teach. 
It was in ſupport of this his profeſſed ex- 
pectation and bope, that he adds what fol- 
lows in the words now before us; and they 
contain a very evident reaſon, and full juſti- 
fication' of it; at leaſt, according to the ren- 
dering of them, which hath heen juſt pro- 
poſed : For Cbriſt, he faith, is my gain, i. e. 
The ſerving and honouring Chrift Jeſus 
my Lord, is the great gainor advantage, I 
propoſe to myſelf in all I do: I can have 
no higher end in view; nor have I indeed 


any other. Nor can I entertain a doubt, 


but I ſhall find it in the iſſue, my beſt gain, 
both Ming and dying. 

A ſentiment this, how worthy of St. 
Paul, that faithful zealous apoſtle of the 
Lord and Saviour! But it will be no leſs the 
governing 'fentiment of every ſerious mi- 
niſter, whois concerned to approve his fi- 
delity to his great Maſter. And called there- 
fore as I am to appear here this day, to afliſt 


your beſt improvement of that mournful 


providence, aint hatli ſo lately removed from 


new covenant, who for ſo many years 
preached 


141 
preached unto you the kingdom of God 
from this place, I judged this would be no 
unſuitable ſubject to engage your attention 
in the preſent circumſtance. 


© CHRIST 18 ood GAIN, BOTH AS TO 
LIFE AND DEATH”. May we not properly 
conſider theſe words of the apoſtle, as de- 
ſigned to expreſs theſe three things? 

I. What he made the great and avowed 
ſcope of his life and miniſtry : nothing leſs 
than the ſerving Chriſt Jeſus his Maſter, and 
honouring him among men. 

IT, What were his pleaſing, but well aſ- 
ſured expectations and proſpects hereupon : 
nothing leſs, than that he ſhould certainly 
find himſelf a garner by it in the iſſue. 

And then, 
III. The extent of this advantage, he thus 
promiſed himſelf from it : that he ſhould find 
it his gain, even in the preſent /ife and 
through it: but much more ſo »for and in 
conſequence of his dying. 

On each of theſe heads I would a little 
diſtinctly enlarge; though it muſt be but 
briefly, that I may leave room for ſome 
ſuitable improvements of this ſerious affecting 


ſubject. A 
I, Tur 


[7.3 
1. Tux firſt thing we ſhall here call you to 
attend to, ſhall be the great ſcope and aim of 
the apoſtle's life and miniſtry ; even Chr:ft, 
as he himſelf hath ſummed it up in that one 
word: i. e. the n and honourtng him 
among men. or 
To preach that goſpel of bis to every crea- * xvi; 
ture ; to preach repentance and remiſſion of ts 
fins in his name through all nations; to ſpread _ 0 
the ſavour of his knowledge in every place; to 14. 
invite and preſs all men every where to re- 
ceive the- goſpel of the kingdom, and yield 
the obedience of faith unto it, was the proper 
apoſtolic work and employment. This com- 
miſſion had St. Paul received from the Sa- 
viour, no leſs than the other apoſtles; though 
he was as one born out of due time, to ſpeak 
of him in his own language concerning him- 
felf. But this great Lord had ſent bim not 
only 7 the people, the nation of the Jets, 
but alſo 70 the Gentiles, to open their eyes, de we 
and turn them from darkneſs to light, and from mM 
the power of ſatan unts God, that they might 
receive forgiveneſs of fins, and an inheritance 
among them that * were en by 'the faith 
of Yeſur. 
With this n I fay, St. Paul 
yas honoured, as well as the other apoſtles. 
— And 


1 Cor. xv! 
8. 


2 Cor. vi. 


ſioenſion, that migbt contribute to ſo Happy 


LEI 
— And how. then did. he diſcharge it? With 
what ſtedfaſtneſs of reſolution, what difinte- 
reſted fidelity, what unwearied diligence, 
what an unfainting zeal? Let his own words 
witneſs for him: I am a debtor to the Jew 
and the Greek : both to the doi ſe and to the un- 


e. I am ready to preach the goſpel unto, you 


that are of Rome alſe., Nor am I aſhamed of 


| the goſpel of Chriſt : not aſhamed to appear a 


faithful. Preacher of. it, a zealous advocate 
for it, even in your imperial city; as know- 
tit be bee of Gad unto ſal- 
wherever he came, it Was bis great concern 
in all things, to approve bimſelf a Pinifter of 
Gad; in much patience, in aflidtians, in ne- 


 Tefſitios, in diftreſſes, in firipes, in impriſen- 


ments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, 
in fall ing. Here he refuſed no; labour, 
ſpared no pains, feared no reproach, declin- 
ed no danger, thought. much of, no conde- 


zan end; and was well able to appeal to 


chewoſelves, among whom, he had laboured, 
hat he bad Kehr bark nothing: that 1a prof — 


table for them, nor had be ſhuned to declare 


unto them, the whale counſel of Sid: laben. 
* 1 them periſhed after, fl, H ** 
c 


car 


11 
clear from their blood, clear from the blood 
of all men. And ſo deeply had he at heart 
the honour of his Maſter, and the ſucceſs 
and ſpread of the goſpel, that ſo Chriſi was 
but preached, and the honours of his name 
advanced among men, be always did, and 
would rejoice : by whatſoever inſtruments it 
were done, though by ſach as bare no great 
good-will to himſelf; or whatever were their 
more immediate views in preaching it, though 
not ſo pure and generous as they ought to 
have been. — And how could he have more 
fully evidenced, what the ſacred principles 


were, by which his own ſoul was poſſeſſed 


and animated; even by love to his great 
Lord, and the moſt unfeigned lively zeal for 
his honour : than by a life thus entirely de- 
voted to ſerve the intereſt of his religion; 
while for himſelf he was well content to be 
abaſed, ſo Chriſt Jeſus was but thereby ex- 
alted ? 

| But was this then a character peculiar to 
St. Paul, and his tcllow-apoſtles only ? By 
no means. If not in exactly the ſame, at 
leaſt in a prevailing degree, it ought to be 
that of every miniſter of Jeſus ſtill ; it 
will be that of every one who bath received 


mercy of the Lord to be faithful. We have 
by B | Kill 


Ver. 19, 


1 Cor. vii. 
IL 


Pſal. ex. 3. 


5 
ſtill the ſame goſpel to preach to men, with 
that which was intruſted to the apoſtles at 
firſt: and if we are not ſent, as they were, 
to ſpread the knowledge of it through di- 
ſtant climes ; yet to promote, by every me- 
thod in our power, its practical influence 
on the hearts and lives of men; and engage 
their obedience to it, is ſtill to be our great 


concern. The honour of the Lord Re- 


deemer is ſtill as evidently the deſign of this 
goſpel we preach, as it was at its firſt pub- 
lication: the adding under a divine bleſſing 
to the number of his ⁊ bling people, his du- 
tiful ſubjects; and in this manner helping 
onward the common ſal vation. With a view 
to this great end, the ſerious miniſter at firſt 
undertakes this ſacred office, and devotes 
himſelf to it; and this view guides and go- 
verns his whole conduct through every part 
of it. Doth he appear concerned to lead 
thoſe that hear him to a practical acquaint- 
ance with this divine Redeemer, in the glo- 
ries of his perſon, the condeſcenſions of his 
love, the fulneſs, extent, and freedom of his 
ſalvation? Doth he to this end, love often 
to repreſent him, under the auguſt and en- 
dearing characters of the compaſſionate lover 
of ſouls, the great hope of the awakened re- 

l turning 


1 
turning ſiner, and the only Lord of conſci- 
ence, to whom alone it belongs to preſcribe 
the faith, and give law to the conduct of 
chriſtians, and to require their obedience ? 
Doth he make conſcience of teaching men to 
obſerve all things whatſoever this Saviour and 
Lord hath commanded him ; and in the courſe 
of his public inſtructions, inſiſt as largely and 
frequently on the laws of chriſtianity, and 
urge home on the conſciences of men a faith- 
ful obſervance of them ; as at other times he 
difplays befors them the riches of the gol- 
pel ſalvation, and their obligations to the Sa- 
viour's grace, and the compaſſions of the 
Father through him? Dares he never to 
take his own religion from man, from any 
man, from any number of men, any more 
than he preſumes of himſelf, to make a re- 
ligion for Chriſt Jeſus his Maſter? But doth 
he diligently and impartially inquire into the 
religion, which he is employed to preach, as 
it was originally delivered in the inſpired re- 
cords? And doth he thereupon honeſtly re- 
preſent it, as he finds it there? Is the cauſe 
of truth, holineſs, and peace, the only 
cauſe which all his miniſtrations appear in- 


tended, and well directed to ſubſerve ; as 


being well aſſured, this is indeed the cauſe 
a B 2 of 


Mat. 
xxviii. 20. 


t 38 1 
of Chriſt, and the beſt fited to maintain his 
honour in the world ? Is it his higheſt am- 
bition to be approved of his maſter alone, 
rather than of men, his fellow-ſervants, nei- 
ther courting their applauſe, nor diſtreſſing 
himſelf about their raſh and groundleſs cen- 
ſures? Is it his concern ſo to live, as that 
the goſpel may in no reſpect be diſhonour- 
ed, nor its intereſts diſſerved by his means? 
And in this courſe of conduct doth he ſted- 
faſtly and chearfully continue, till his great 
Maſter in his providence ſhall grant him his 
diſmiſſion? How juſtly may that be ſaid of 


every ſuch miniſter, which St. Paul here hath 


intimated concerning himſelf; that he hath 
but one governing ſcope and aim through 
life, even the ſerving and honouring his 
Lord Chriſt, and that he may be wee 
by his means. Bleſſed Lord! O that this 
„ might appear the real ſpirit and character 
of all, who are honoured with the name 
* of thy miniſters!” 


II. Wnar did St. Paul here declare to be 
his hope and proſpect, as to the final iſſues 
of the courſe he was engaged in, and which 
he proſecuted with ſo much earneſtneſs ? 
That was propoſed as my next enquiry on 

this 


— 
* 


„ 
this ſubject. And the anſwer is thus return- | 
ed us by himſelf : Chriſt is my gain. — q. d. 
The ſerving and honouring Chriſt Jeſus 
my Lord, is the principal gain I am aim- 
ing at ; I can wiſh for nothing higher, I de- 
fire no other; perſuaded as I am, without any 
remaining doubt, that I ſhall find myſelf on 
the whole a great and happy garner by it.“ 

For thus I underſtand the apoſtle in the 
profeſſion he hath here uſed : viz. as de- 
ſigning not only to expreſs his ardent zeal 
for his divine Maſter, his highly raiſed and 
difintereſted eſteem and affection for him and 
his ſervice ; but alſo, as hath been juſt hint- 
ed, as ſpeaking the language of his faith 
and hope, as to what he expected the hap- 
py conſequences would prove as to himſelf. 
For chriſtianity, when it demands from us 
our ſupreme regard to be given to God and 
the Redeemer, was never deſigned therein 
to diveſt us of all regard for ourſelves, or con- 
cern about our own beſt happineſs. Nor 
doth that appear to be an attainment, in the 
nature of things, ſo much as poſſible to be- 
ings endowed with ſenſibility and conſciouſ- 
nels, The apoſtle muſt rather be conſider- 
ed as deſigning no leſs to expreſs what was 
his earneſt expectation and his bope, that he 
| ſhould 


Ver. 20, 


w 

4 5 
Ch. iv. 17. 
1 


Ch. iii. 7, 


Ver. 8. 
ned no. 


„„ 

ſbould not labour herein entirely in vain; 
but that Chriſt would certainly be magnified 
in and by him: that however he himſelf 
ſhould be. diſpoſed of, ſtill his great Lord 
would be honoured, and the intereſt of his 
goſpel would be happily advanced by his 
means: and thereupon as to what related 
to himſelf, that he ſhould find Chr: to be 
bis own beſt gain too; or that what he had 
hitherto done; and was -ſtill employed in 
doing for him, would prove, in the iſſue and 
event of things, fruit that would abound to _ 
own account. 

Well then: were theſe the apoſtles ex- 
pectations? And did he therein proceed on 
a fond and groundleſs miſtake? Or were 
theſe his pleaſing expeCtations mere ground- 
leſs and viſionary deluſions ? That ſurely is 
not to be ſuppoſed. What things were gain 
to, me (fo he expreſſed himſelf - afterward in 
this very letter) 20% I counted loſs for Chriſt, 
— And I till account all things (he excepts 
not the things moſt generally eſteemed a- 
mong men, and deſired and coveted as ſuch 
by them: I now account them, he ſays) but 
as dung, ſo that I may win, or gain, Chriſt at 
laſt, and may be found in bim. q: d. Let 
me but be happy enough to partake of his 

benefits,” 


„ 
benefits, be accepted of him, and pardoned 
and accepted of my God through him; 
(and this, as it is my prevailing deſire, I 
have no doubt, but it will prove the bleſſed 
iſſue) and that ſhall be gain enough for 
me.” The honour of his great Lord was 
what He propoſed .to himſelf as the great 
end of his life; and an intereſt in their ad- 
vantages, whom that Lord ſhould acknow- - 
ledge as his own in the great diſcriminating 
day, was, in his eſteem, the moſt valuable 
comprehenſive bleſſing, he could ever be poſ- 
ſeſſed of for himſelf, And he appears to 
have had no doubt remaining on his mind 
as to his actually obtaining it. 
And let every faithful ſervant and miniſ- 
ter of Jeſus, remember it ſtill for his encou- 
ragement : that the Lord whom he ſerves 
is too kind a maſter ever to call-any to ſerve 
him for nought ; much leſs will he ſuffer 
any to be finally loſers by their faithful con- 
ſcientious ſervice of him. Such is his own 
perfection and excellence, as to be far above 
receiving any advantage to himſelf, from any 
of the ſervices we have here to perform to 
his honour; nor can his own perſonal hap- 
pineſs receive the leaſt improvement from 
thence : but we may ourſclyes be not a little 
ad- 


l | | | 
Mark ix. 


[|] | 2 Cor. xv. 
zs. 


44 


(30.3 
advantaged by it. And ſo we certainly ſhall 
be, where we are found diligent and faithful. 
We have here not only his known liberali- 
ty and bounty, but his faithfulneſs and truth 
alſo concuring with it, to aſſure us, how 
cloſe and inſeparable the connexion is, which 
he hath fixed between our duty and our in- 
tereſt, It was his own expreſs promiſe of 
old: There is no man that ſhall leave any 
thing for my names ſake and the goſpels, who 
ſhall not recerve manifold more, even in the pre- 
ſent time, and in the world to come eternal life, 
To thoſe who ſhould ſhow the leaſt kindneſs 
to his miniſters, becauſe they belonged to him, 
he hath promiſed, that they ſhould not loſe 


their reward. With how much greater rea- 


ſon may we conclude, that theſe his zealous 
and faithful ſervants ſhall not be forgoten 
in the final iſſue, or go unrewarded, by hith- 
ſelf? And what therefore our apoſtle re- 
minded the chriſtians at Corinth for their ge- 
neral encouragement, is eſpecially applica- 
ble to thoſe who ſerve him with their ſpirits 


in the goſ pel : Ze know, that your labour Fe 
not be in vain in the Lord. 


1. BuT what then is this happy gain and 
N which the faithful miniſter may 


3 hope 


„ 
hope for from this his governing zeal to ho- 
nour Chriſt his Lord, and ſerve the intereſt 
of his goſpel amongſt men? Of what kind 
will it be? So the enquiry here naturally 
proceeds. And to this the words of the a- 
poſtle now under our conſideration will war- 


rant us to anſwer : that it will be 10. exten- 


ſive. For it will reach not to the preſent /; ife 
only, and thro the whole of it; but it will be 
no leſs his gain, rather much more fo, in, 
and after dying too. Whether life, or death, 
or things preſent, or things to come; all are 
yours, as ye are Chriſts, had been the en- 
couraging aſſurance given formerly by our 
apoſtle in another epiſtle to chriſtians in ge- 


neral, With juſtice he returns in the words 


of my text to a like thought; applying it 
more directly to his own caſe, and dwelling 
on it with peculiar. pleaſure : Chrift is my 
gain; and he will be fo, through both, 
both as for life and deatb. 

* Chriſt is my gain, and I ſhall find him 
ſuch while J continue to live. — What 
ſtrange language, it will be aſked, « to be 
heard from his mouth; who for the fake 
of this Maſter had ſuffered the boſs of all 


things, all his former temporal advantages, 


and had ſacrificed "e warldly proſpect i in 
his 


1 Cor. U. 
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Philip. u. 
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his cauſe, and for his honour ; who had 
found him ſelf troubled on every | ide, diſtreſ- 


ſed, perſecuted, caſt down, always delivered 
unto death for Jeſus ſake, and accounted of 


and treated as the filth of the world, and the 
off-ſcouring of all things ? And what can 
there be deſirable in, or where the gain of, 
poverty, diſtreſs, and perſecution ?” Let 


thoſe object thus, or take offence at it, who 


know no gain, but what relates to their out- 
ward circumſtances ; what reſults from the 
increaſe of their treaſures, the abundance of 
their riches, the diſtinctions and honours of 
time; and whoſe only defire it is to make 
ſuch gain, as this of godlineſs itſelf. But the 
goſpel and grace of the Redeemer had taught 


St. Paul a very different leſſon, and led him 
to paſs a very different judgement on things. 


He had himſelf taught others, that godli- 


' neſs with contentment, true piety with that 


ſatisfied ealy mind, which is its genuine 
fruit, its conſtant companion, was great 


gain; let the outward circumſtances be what 
they would, let them prove ever ſo low and 


dee in their appearance. And for 
himſelf he judged, that to be employed in 
the fervice of Chriſt, and intereſted there- 


Wen in 2 trigndſhip « and fayour, (and! he 
well 


CD 1 — — SY "00 "WF 


1 9 ] 
well knew theſe two things to have a near 
and inſeparable connexion) was real gain, 
gain enough for him, while he ſhould be 
continued to live, Did I fay : He judged 


it to be ſo?” Yes: and he found it to be 


ſuch. Witneſs that ſtriking contraſt he 


ſomewhere drew between his outward ap- 


pearance, and his real ſtate; between the 
judgement of others concerning him, and his 
own inward experience: 4s ſorrowful, yet 
alway rejoicing ; as poor, yet making many 
rich ; as having nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all 
A And ſtill thro* every age, to be em- 
ployed in the ſervice of ſo glorious a Maſter 
will be our own higheſt honour ; to be uſe- 


ful to others in their moſt valuable intereſts 
will, if our own minds are but rightly diſ- 


poſed, be a real happineſs to ourſelves. 
There is an inward ſatisfaction in the con- 
ſciouſneſs of having ſincerely attempted it; 
a much greater in the hope of having been 
in any degree ſucceſsful in the attempt: and 
above all, the aſſurance of our. bleſſed Maſ- 
ter's acceptance and friendſhip, his patron- 
age and communion, never fails to yield a 
delight; which nothing external can ever e- 
goal, of which no afflictive change need ever 
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deprive 
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deprive us, and with which Hrangers do not 
intermeddle. 


But if in this life only we had hope i in Chriſt, 


we, his apoſtles, then were of all men the moſt 


miſerable. It was a remark made by St. Paul 
himſelf on another occaſion. Here there- 
fore he proceeds, and adds with triumph: 
« Chrift is and will be my gain, not only 
throu;h life, but much more in dying.” But 
& In what ſenſe did he mean to aſſert that?” 
Would his faithful zeal in the ſervice of 
Chriſt certainly exempt him from the ſtroke 
of that univerſal conqueror, Death ? Then 
would a carnal world be ready enough to 


approve his judgement, and pronounce it 


gain too. But the apoſtle had no expecta- 
tion of that kind: none ever was farther 


than He from ſo vain a thought. And yet. 
he here expreſſes himſelf | in the moſt aſſured 


language, of gain even in his dying. 


«© What? Gain even by dying, and in con- | 


ſequence of that ? But is the thing indeed 
poſſible ? — What! Death, the enemy of 
nature, the diſſolution of the man, the com- 
pound being! Death that introduces a ſepa- 
ration between thoſe ſo long united, and en- 
deared, compauions, the body, and the ſpi- 


rit | Death, that turns the faireſt pieces of 


human 


. 
"IR 


N 
human nature into rottenneſs and duſt; that 
rends us away with violence' from the em- 
braces of our beſt beloved friends, and the 
very ſight of every moſt valued outward en- 
joyment ! — What, and is it poſſible in the 
midſt of this general wreck, this univerſal 
ruin, there can be any thing that ſhall de- 


ſerve the name of gain? Surely, it muſt - 


be quite impoſſible.” So nature and ſenſe are 


ready to pronounce without the leaſt heſitati, 


on, — But faith inſtructed from the goſpel 
of Jeſus, and looking forward to, what we 
are there aſſured will be, the conſequences of 
dying to the truly religious and holy, ſcru- 
ples not to adopt even this language, how- 
ever ſtrange it may ſound in the ears of the 
generality. And Chriſt, may every true chri- 
ſtian ſay, with our apoſtle here, will be my 
gain in dying itſelf, much greater and more 
defirable gain, than the beſt I have ever 
known through fe. For, ſo St. Paul goes 
on with the ſubject, and adds: When I ſhall 
depart, 1 ſhall be with Chriſt ; © find myſelf 
taken to be much nearer to him, than I have 
ever been, while I was in the body; and as 
to that I have no reaſon to doubt, hut it will 
be far better, not only than every thing of 
which I have as yet had any experience, 


but 
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the heart; 
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but alſo than the very beſt I could have rea- 
ſon to hope for, during my preſent ſtate of 
diſtance from him”.—There is a force, and 
emphaſis in the words, as they are found in 
the original, which our tranſlation falls far 
ſhort of : By much far better, © better to a 
degree, which no language of mortals will 
ever fully reach.” 

Will this be thought to need any parti- 


cular proof or illuſtration? It will not be 


eaſy indeed to reſtrain ourſelves on ſo de- 
lightful a theme. But our time will not 
admit of any long enlargement upon it. To 
ſuggeſt then only at preſent, a few brief, and 

general hints; the larger proſecution of 


which muſt be left to your own thoughts. 


Will it be no gain, when we ſhall reſt 
from every ſorrow, ſhall find ourſelves re- 


leaſed from every burthen, and trial of this 


preparatory ſtate ; when we ſhall exchange a 
life, the days of which, few as they are, are 
found to be full of trouble, for a life, when 
there ſhall be no more pain, neither ſorrow, 
nor crying; but every tear ſhall be wiped from 
the eye, every diſtreſs ſhall be baniſhed from 
and we ſhall be ſet far beyond 
every approach, or aſſault, either of inward, 


or outward trouble? / 
| Will 
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Will there be zo gain in exchanging the 
feeble glimmering of the morning dawn for 
the full blaze of the noon-day ſun ? when we 
ſhall get rid of all our former, too numerous 
miſtakes and prejudices, and painful per- 
plexing doubts, and exchange them for pure 
unclouded truth ? 

Will there be no gain, nothing of an ad- 
vantage found, in our being raiſed above ev- 


ery remaining ſinful imperfection, in ob- 


taining a perfect cure of every mental diſ- 
order, in being abſent from the body, under 
the burthen of which, as a body of fin and 
death, we have been groaning ſo long; 
when we ſhall find no cauſe of inward ſelf- 
diſſatisfaction remaining, nor any thing in our 
temper and frame, but what our own con- 
ſciences, and even our God himſelf, will ap- 
prove ? 

Doth the hirel/ing account it no gain, when 
he hath accompliſhed his day, and the ſhadows 


of the night overtaking him put a period to 


his weariſome labour, and invite him to his 
long-wiſh'd for repoſe? Or doth the war- 


2 Cor. v. 


Job. vii. 2 


riour think it no advantage, when bis warfare Ia, xl. 2. 


is accompliſhed, and he is diſmiſſed from the 
field of battle ; ſet out of the reach of every 


future danger, without an enemy more, with 


whom 


Prov, xiii. 
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whom he hath ſtill to conflict, or to keep on 
his guard againſt, but poſſeſſed of compleat 
victory, and an unchangeable triumph ? 

Will there be nothing of gain, when we 
ſhall be reſolved of every doubt, be ſet above 
every fear, ſhall find our trial entirely cloſed, 
our character ſealed up; and no remaining 


jealouſy, or uncertainty, what that character 
will be found ? 

1s not the defire accompliſhed, fiveet to the 
foul? In the judgement of the wiſeſt of men, 
it never fails to be ſo, And will it be other- 
wiſe than a very high advantage to the true 
chriſtian, when he ſhall find himſelf to have 
_ reached the period of his time of long diſtant 
expectation, and ſhall begin to exchange 
faith and hope for preſence and fruition; and 
after ſo long an exerciſe of his patience, 
ſhall enter, ſhall I ſay ? On the enjoy- 
ment of what had ſo long been promiſed 
him ; the happy earneſt of the full accom- 
pliſhment, in the appointed ſeaſon, of what 
ſhall even then remain to be actually poſ- 
ſeſſed and enjoyed? 

Will there be no happy advantage found 
in a removal from a mixed, imperfect, and 
too often jarring, ſociety, (and what is the 
belt fociety the chriſtian enjoys on earth? Is 
it 


4 
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it not found too often ſuch-? In a removal 
from this, I ſay,) te the general aſſembly and Heb. Als 


church of the firſt-born, and the ſpirits of juſt 
men made pes fect; all perfectly reſembling, 
and happy in each other, and filled with 
the higheſt mutual eſteem and kind affec- 
tion ? Shall we then, think you, account it 
no advantage, or flight it as but an incon- 
ſiderable one, when we ſhall rejoin our kin- 
dred ſpirits, the excellent of the earth, in the 
times and places in which they lived; and 
who have got the ſtart of us in their re- 
moval to a better world; while their but 
temporary ſeparation from us cauſed us for 
a time ſuch diſtreſſing pain? With what un- 
ſpeakable delight ſhall we then meet them 
again, and find them, together with our- 
ſelves, improved, and happy ; to a degree, 

of which neither we nor they could form, 
till then, any juſt conception ? 

Will there be nothing of gain, in a word, 
in exchanging a ſtate which we daily find 
to be limited, changeable, and ſhort at beſt, 
for a ſtate of pure unmixed, and unchanging 
enjoyment, never deſigned to know a period, 


or even an interruption, but to be found im- 


proving and advancing, even through eter- 


nity ? And what are theſe, but the happy ex- 
D changes 
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changes every faithful ſervant of Chriſt makes 
by dying, the immediate bleſſed conſequences 
of death to him? 

And when to all theſe conſiderations, 
you add this thought: that the ordering 
the ſeveral particular circumſtances of the 
good chriſtians removal from one world to 
another, is at the pleaſure of the Lord Re- 
deemer, whom they ſo faithfully ſerved 


through life: (and there can be no doubt, 


but that He will have a regard, in his ordering 
theſe circumſtances, to what he knows 
to be beſt for them on the whole;) and 
what doubt can remain, but that Chriſt, his 
faithful honouring and ſerving Chriſt Jeſus 
his Lord, will iſſue in the chriſtians trueſt 


and beſt gain; and that not only through 


life, but much more alſo at, and wpon his 
dying ? 


AND now, chriſtians, that we may afliſt 
you in making ſome proper improvements 


-of the things thus far ſpoken on this moſt 


intereſting ſerious ſubject ; let me leave with 
you the following remarks, as juſt and uſe- 
ful concluſions from the whole. 

I. NoTHING ſo well deſerves to be ac- 
counted gain by us, as what will prove to 


our 


W 


— 


IC 


B 
dur advantage at death, as well as * 


life. 
And were but this truth PERL believed, 


and often, and cloſely reflected on, and ad- 


mitted, as a principle of action, to influence 
our tempers and our conduct ; what an alte- 
ration would it make in our judgment of 
many things, and our diſpoſitions towards 
them ? The largeſt gains of the preſent life, 


what vanities would they appear, when 


once viewed in this light! unable as they, 


the largeſt viches would be found to profit 


us in the day of wrath, (as the day of death 


never fails to prove to the ſiner;) either by 


preventing, or keeping off its arreſt, or by ac- 


companying him into that unſeen ſtate to 


which death is deſigned to introduce men, or 
by being of any ſervice to him there. Men 
a man dieth. ſaith the ſcripture, he ſhall carry 
nothing away, his glory ſhall not deſcend after 
bim. 

e See here all that the great Saladin, the 
conqueror and Lord of the eaſt, hath gained 


by all his victories and his triumphs !” So an 
| herald proclaimed in public, and that with 
a loud voice; when by that emperor's order, 
4 in his laſt hours, he waved his winding- 

# ſheet like a banner at the end of his lance, in 
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the view of his whole victorious army. Ah! 
poor account truly of /all the gain of this 
world, eagerly as it is purſued, and as vainly 
gloried in, by ſuch multitudes of mankind ; 
when it is only a winding-ſheet, a coffin, 
and a grave. 
Lord ] give thou to me ſomething that I 
tec ſhallnot loſe, nor find myſelt forced to leave 
« in a dying hour! ſomething that ſhall ſtand 
it me in good ſtead, not only through /:fe, 
« but in death itſelf, and beyond it too, That 
* will I account gain indeed, and rejoice 
* and glory in it, as being ſuch. And that 
« Tam aſſured, I ſhall find the advantage of 
« living religion to be; the certain reſult of 
% my Saviour's ſervice, friendſhip, and com- 
% munion. Let all other things fail me, as 
te they one day will, this never will fail me, it 
e never can”. 
I conclude again, 

2. THe ſtate of the departed ſpirits of good 

men, muſt ſurely be ſomething more than a 


ſtate of mere inſenſibility and ination. Nor 


do the ſouls of the righteous fleep with their 
bodies in the grave. It would be hard, to 
ſpeak more ſtrongly ſtill, it would be even 
impoſſible, on that ſuppoſition, 'to juſtify 
ſuch a declaration as that of St. Paul in the 


words I have been enlarging on: that 
Chriſt 


19 


Chriſt would be his gain, whether be lived or 


died. | 
But at leaſt”, ſo ſhall we perhaps be told 
by ſome, © with reſpect to the common trials 
and burthens of life, more eſpecially with 
reſpect to the numerous dangers and ſuf- 
ferings he was expoſed to, on account of the 
religion he profeſſed, and his activity and zeal 
in ſpreading it; dying would bring with it that 
happy releaſe from, and put that entire 
period to every thing of that kind, which 
he had ever felt, or might be thought to have 
any reaſon to fear that, if on no other account, 
yet for that reaſon only, it might be juſtly 
looked on by him as a real advantage and be- 
nefit. Allow it. But let ĩt be then remembered 
on the other hand; that life, while it was 
continued, with all its hardſhips and perils, 
would always give him continued opportu- 
nity of doing ſomething more for Chriſt and 
ſouls; and it would be a prolonging of his en- 
joyment too, in the conſciouſneſs of his accept- 
ance and favour, and the communications he 
might hope to receive from his good Spirit, 
Ah! how highly to be prized, in the eſteem 
of ſuch a zealous active ſervant of Jeſus, 
as St, Paul had always approved himſelf, 
on both theſe accounts; and greatly to be 
pre- 


ver. 19. 


91 
prefered by one who loved his Maſter and 
his work ſo well, to a ſtate, through which 
he could have no expectations, but of being 
quite incapable, either of doing any thing for, 
000 or receiving any thing from, him! 

bl: But indeed, the apoſtle himſelf hath de- 
clared in this very context, in as expreſs and 
clear a manner, as can be well conceived, 
how greatly his apprehenſions of the caſe 
differed from; that they were indeed quite 
oppoſite to, theſe gloomy proſpects. Or he 
would never have ſo cloſely united the men- 
2 ver. tion of his departure, (he means the diſlodg- 
% ment of his ſpirit from its earthly dwelling) 
with his being with Chriſt, in ſuch a ſenſe as 

he then was not with him, nor had ever 

been with him during bis abiding in the fleſh. 

Nor would he have ſpoken of that, as of 

what was wunſpeakably better, and more de- 
firable, than every thing, I do not merely 

ſay, which he had before experienced, but 

than every thing he could with reaſon hope 

for from Chriſt himſelf, while his preſent 

I! | diſtance from him ſhould continue. 

The reſult from the whole is: Thoſe pi- 
ous perſons, who from time to time, remove 
from this earth of ours, are certainly living 


ſill, They ive unto God, to uſe here the 
| : lan- 
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1 
language of the Saviour himſelf, however 
they are removed from us. 

In conſequence of this, 

3. How highly muſt we acknowledge 
ourſelves indebted to chriſtianity, for our 
beſt and moſt powerful ſupports, in the prof- 
pect of death, and its neareſt and moſt in- 
evitable approach ! 


Not but I have read of one of the moſt 


renowned ſages of pagan antiquity, (I mean 


the celebrated Socrates) who ſpeaking of In Apol. 


death, called it a n wonderful gain. But 
then I have read no leſs, what he is ſaid to 
have declared to his friends, juſt after his 
having ſwallowed down the fatal draught, 
« I am now dying; you will continue to 


V. Wolf 
in loc. 


In Apol, 
V. Whit- 


live a while longer. — And which of our by's note 


conditions is the beſt, God only knows.” 
But chriſtianity leaves us at no ſuch uncer- 
tainty, nor under the leaſt perplexity of doubt, 
in a point of this high importance, That 
authoriſes, nay, teaches the fincere diſciple 


and ſervant of Jeſus, to ſpeak with the ful- 
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leſt aſſurance, and adopt the language of 


; certainty, or even of triumph: in that moſt 
> alarming circumſtance. Chri/t is my gain, 


he will be certain and unſpeakable gain to 


me, whether 1 live or die. Whether life or 


death 


on 2 Tim. 
i. 10. 


1 Cor, lil. 
22. 


Rev, xiv. 
13. 


Heb. i. 
16. 


1 
death all things are yours. Bleſſed are the 
dead who die in the Lord, from henceforth. 

It is in the character of a common irre- 
ſiſtable conqueror, or, ſhall I rather fay ? of 
a cruel relentleſs enemy, that death appears 
to the generality of mankind. Many things 
concur to forbid their viewing him in any 
other light ; not only nature, but experience 
too, the common experience, I mean, of ſo 
many paſt ages; and more eſpecially, the 
conſciouſneſs of guilt, while that remains 
unremoved. But chriſtianity changes, and 
ſoftens the appearance. If it preſents him to 
view, under the character of an enemy, it 
is not as an enemy abſolutely unſurmounta- 
ble, but as an enemy that hath been defeat» 


ed, and conquered for us already, by our 


victorious Saviour ; and ſure one day to be 


not only canquered, but even deſtroyed, and 


quite aboliſhed as to us, and that for ever; 
or, ſomewhat to change the alluſion, as an 
enemy brought now into ſubjection to the ſu- 
perior dominion of our Divine Redeemer, 
and as his ſervant; and in common with his 
other ſervants, employed at his pleaſure, to 
miniſter to the beſt benefit of the beirs of | 


ſalvation. 


Say 
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Say, chriſtians: Do you believe theſe things? 
And are theſe the lively hopes you owe to 
Jeſus, and his dying love, and his all-glo- 
rious goſpel? And can there be any care or 
ſolicitude too great to be ſhewn on your 
part, to live to him? I mean to ſerve and 
honour him through life to the utmoſt of 


your power; through the ſeveral changing 


circumſtances in which his providence ay 
ſee fit to place you ? 


4. HERE is, at the ſame time, a conſi- 


- deration, which we juſtly may, and we 


ought to improve it, for our ſupport under 


that ſevere and moſt painful trial of our 


mortal ſtate: I mean, the loſs of pious and 
: uſeful friends and relatives, when they are re- 


moved from us by the ſtroke of death; more 
eſpecially thoſe, who have borne a public 
character in the church-of God, and have 
maintained it with honour. | 
And painful indeed ſuch ſeparations never 
fail of being found, wherever there hath 


been a long mutual warm affeRion, and that 
' Increaſed by the conſciouſneſs of real worth. 
And ſuch removals are often fo circumſtan- 
% ced, as to render the lofs of ſurvivers, in 
= conſequence of them, very great, and not 
2 cally repaired, — Nor doth chriſtianity, that 


E 1 know 
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I know of, forbid our being ſenſible of ſuch 
rebukes: it were undutiful, and in a ſenſe 
unnatural, to be otherwiſe, — But what if 
this our loſs ſhall prove to: have been their 
beſt gain? And that we can have no reaſon 
to doubt in their caſe, who appeared through 
life, ſincerely determined to honour and ſerve 
the Lord Redeemer to the utmoſt, in their 
reſpective ſtations. But then ſurely our e- 
ſteem of, and affection for, them, ought to 
prevail over our fond ſelf-love; at leaſt 


ſo far, as to reconcile us to, and to prevent 


our undutiful repining againſt, that wiſe and 
gracious will of heaven, that hath removed 
them : if we cannot at firſt riſe ſo high, as 
to rejoice in the thought of that unſpeaka- 
ble advantage, which they have gained by 
dying. 

It is to thoughts of this nature, I would 
now dire& your minds, my brethren, for 
your ſupport under your preſent loſs, which 
Jam well ſenſible, is no inconſiderable one, 
in the removal of my long and much e- 
ſteemed friend, your late worthy and excel- 
lent paſtor, who for theſe laſt 16 or 17 
years, was employed in miniſtring amongſt 
you in holy things. One whoſe fudy, Fam 


u perſuaded it was, to ſhow himſelf ap- 
\ proved 


2 W . 2 OR 
+ r 1 
3 * * 1 
7. XP I % 0 


8 8 * J * 
= 9 * S 
17 „ 8 2 L s £ 


(- $37 

proved of God ; a workman. that bad no need 
to be aſhamed, while he rightly divided the 
word of truth : and one, whom, I truſt, his 
God owned, and bleſſed his labours amongſt 
you, to the beſt improvement and advantage 
of many of your ſouls. 

You will forgive me, if I profeſs myſelf 
on this occaſion, to be from inward judg- 
ment and conviction, no friend to large en- 
comiums on theſe affecting occaſions, even 


where the characters are really worthy. Yet 


you will allow me to declare: that had I 


not been convinced, the ſubject I have been 
enlarging on, was juſtly applicable to him 
in every part of it, I had looked out for 
ſome other, that would have appeared more 
ſuitable. — And if you who knew him ſo 


well, his doftrine, manner of life, purpoſe, f- 


aelity, long-ſuffering, charity and patience, have 
applied to him'in your thoughts, the hints 
that were ſuggeſted in the former periods of 
this diſcourſe; you have therein done greater 
honour to his memory, than the higheſt he 
could receive from my largeſt account of his 
life and character given from this place. 


But there can be no need, I aſſure my- 


ſelf, you ſhould be reminded by any one, 
what the great ends were, which his pub- 
E 2 lick 


2 Tuu, FA 
15. 


2 Tim. Iii. 
10. 


Jude ver. 
20, 21. 


2 Cor. vi. 
Zo 


Ch. iv. 9. 


2]. he 
lick miniſtrations amongſt you were always 
deſigned to ſubſerve: nothing leſs than the 


builaing you up on your moſt boly faith, and 
keeping you in the love of God, and improv- 
ing your mutual affection to each other, and 
your love to all your chriſtian brethren ; as 
your beſt and moſt needful preparation for a 
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
unto eternal lifes? And you well know what 
manner of perſon he was among you for 
your ſakes z how prudent in his whole be- 
haviour, and cautious never to give of- 


fence in any thing, that the miniſiry might not 


be blamed; how diligent rather to enforce 
and recommend his exhortations, by that 
moſt perſuaſive of all arguments, by a good 
example.“ So that I may without any juſt 


* ſcruple, addreſs you in thoſe words of our 


apoſtle to theſe chriſtians at Philippi, apply- 
ing them to him: Thoſe things, which you 
have 


*Thoſe who were ſtrangers to the author in perſon, 
if they have any curioſity to inform themſelves of the 
uſual tenor and ſtrain of his preaching, may ſatisfy them- 
ſelves by perufing thoſe very ſerious, uſeful ſermons with 
feveral volumes of which he favoured the world. 

The Lord's-day evening entertainment in 4 volumes, 

Lond. 1752, 
Fifteen diſcourſes, devotional and practical. ibid. 1758. 
Chriſtian Morals, in 2 volumes. ibid. 1703, 
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1 37 J 
have both received, and learned, and heard, 
and ſeen in bim, do; and the God Ld peace 
2070! be with you. 

The only thing I would here add more par- 
ticularly concerning him, ſhall be this: His 
religion, as far as ever I had opportunity of 
acquainting myſelf with it, appears to me to 
have been thoroughly catholic ; and therein 
truly cbriſtian. He himſelf called, and he 
taught you accordingly, to call no man fa- 
ther, or maſter, on earth. * While he honeſtly 
taught you the truth, as it is in Jeſus, ac- 
cording as it appeared to him, from his dili- 
gent converſe with the lively oracles; it was 
without any mixture of unkind raſh cenſures, 
or exciting your angry paſſions againſt thoſe, 
who might be otherwiſe minded from him 
m ſome particular points of ſpeculation. 
While he himſelf, from principle, adhered 
to the cauſe of proteſtant non-conformity, 
amidſt all its preſent diſcouragements, as ap- 
prehending it to have the neareſt connexion 
with the cauſe of truth and liberty, and ſe- 


rious godlineſs ; ſtill he kept himſelf at the 


greateſt diſtance from every thing of a nar- 
row party ſpirit, by confining chriſtianity 
to his own particular communion ; on the 
contrary, he was free to converſe with o- 

thers 


ſ. xxxvii. 
7. 


1 
thers as with chriſtian brethren, ready to diſ- 
cern and acknowledge real merit, and eſteem 
true learning and piety where-ever he met 
with it. 

His removal from us (ſo it pleaſed uner- 
ing wiſdom to appoint) was after no long 
previous confinement, but of few days at 
moſt ; during which, and under all the 
pains with which he had then to ſtruggle, 
his mind appeared remarkably ſerene and 
compoſed : not a ſingle murmuring, hardly 
a complaining, word was ever heard from 
him. As through the goodneſs of an indul- 
gent providence, he retained the uſe of his 


reaſoning powers to the laſt, ſo he was 


found to the laſt, calm and refigned : bis 


end truly was peace. 


Providence hath taken him away in the 
midſt of his days and uſefulneſs: when con- 
ſidering only his age, and the apparent vi- 
gour of his conſtitution, his continued life, 
and further uſefulneſs in the church of, God, 
might have been with reaſon hoped for 
through many future years. But the ſupreme 
Lord of life and death hath done his plea- 
ſure; and it is your duty, chriſtians, to ſub- 
mit, and adore. Yes. Be frequent and affecti- 
onate in your thankful acknowledgment of 

that 
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[ 39 J 
that goodneſs, that fixed him at firſt a- 


mongſt you, and continued him with you 


ſo long, for your furtherance and joy of faith. 


Be it your ſerious concern to get one like 
minded as with him, you have now loſt, who 
will naturally care for your ſlate, your beſt, 
your ſpiritual welfare. Look up with hum- 
ble dependance, and earneſt ſupplication, 
to the great Lord of the churches, 1b 
whom is the reſidue of the ſpirit ; praying 


him, in his own due time, to repair the 


breach now made upon you. Only remem- 
bring, as ever you would not be found to 
contradict your own prayers, to be at peace 
among yourſehves, following after the things 
that make for peace, and appear moſt con- 
ducive to the common edification. 

Once more : conclude again from this 
ſubject. 

5. What is the neceſſary, and only pre- 


paration for the peace and gain of the chri- 


ſtians death: nothing leſs, than a concern 
to lead the truly chriſtian life. And I call 
that the truly chriſtian life, of which the 
love of Chriſt is the principle, his commands 
are the rule, his honour is the ſcope, and 
his grace the ſupport. 


And 


5 


Rom. xiv. 


( 49 ] 
And in an affair of this high moment, 
know that there is no one unconcerned 


that wears the chriſtian name. St. Paul it is 


true, in the words of my text, was more di- 
rely ſpeaking of what related to himſelf in 
perſon ; and that in his particular apoſtolic 
character. And in this particular view, I 
have been chiefly enlarging on them through 
this diſcourſe : only intimating, how juſtly, 
though in a lower degree, they are applica- 


ble to the chriſtian miniſtry at large; and 


how properly expreſſive of their character 
and hopes, whoſe deſire and ambition it is 
to be found. faithful, — But you, Sirs, will 
never forget, that the ſame apoſtle hath de- 
ſcribed to us the character of every genuine 


chriſtian, in terms very nearly. reſembling. 


thoſe of my text: None of us liveth to himſelf. 
For whether we live, we live unto the Lord. 
Remember then, the near, the indiſſolu- 
ble connexion, which the wiſdom and grace 
of God hath fixed between the two, the 
chriſtian's life, and his death; and which 
will be found to hold as certainly in your 
own caſe, as in that of any other. Nor ever 
flatter yourſelves, that Chrift will become 
your gain at dying, unleſs you have eſteem- 
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1 
ed hs ſervice your higheſt honour, and your 
real advantage through life, and have ac- 


cordingly' perſued it with an active zeal. 
Brin + Age hopes as ever you would not. 
d 


be found at laſt to have only deceived your- 
ſelves, to this ſtandard, and often return to- 
the inquiry: And what is the courſe of 
« my life? What appears to be its great 
* tendency, its governing ſcope, its general 
« tenor? Doth that evidence me to be in- 
e deed, a ſervant of the Lord Chriſt ? Or is 
te that ſuch, as to leave it doubtful, whe- 


ce ther I am not in ſubjeRion to ſome other 


« maſter ?” 


Are you at any time tempted to deſert 


your ſtation, or act in it, in any manner that 
would be inconſiſtent with your faithfulneſs 
to Chriſt, by the proſpe& of any temporal 
advantage to be thereby ſecured ? Oppole to 
every ſpecious allurement of that kind the 
higher, and more certain gain of a ſteady 
faithfulneſs and zeal, a gain, I lay, not on- 


ly through life, but eſpecially in and after * 


death ; and from that thought derive a ready 


anſwer to every ſuch dangerous aſſault of 
temptation. 
In one word: faithfully live to the ho- 


nour of your Lord, and ſerve the inteteſts of 
F his 


Col. ik, 


24. 


| [ 42 ] 
his religion, as you ſhall have opportunity 
in your reſpeRive ſtations, and then fear not 
dying. Remember, that death itſelf is ſub- 
ject at all times to the dominion of the great 
Lord you ſerve. And what then, though 
you know it muſt, and will prevail over you 
for a time? Still it will be but for @ time: 
nor ſhall that be ſuffered to do you any re- 
al injury on the whole; it will, on the o- 
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ll ther hand, become gain to you, and ſub- 
if ſerve your beſt advantage. And the happy * 
| | day is haſtening on apace, when you ſhall 
„ in your turns triumph over it yourſelves, 

| 42 Cer. xv. and give thanks unto that God, who giveth 
. you that victory, through Jeſus Chrift our 

[| Lord. 

| | To him be glory and dominion now and 
= for ever! Amen. 
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